390           To the Rev. William Mason          [mi

the same pair of legs, before being taught to dance and
afterwards. Fresnoy gives the precepts, and you tell him
how to state and enounce them. As I have ambition of
appertaining to your poem, I humbly beg leave to amend
one word, in a certain line towards the end; for

' Sons of her choice and sharers of her fire/

read ' partners/

You will laugh, especially after my last letter, when
I tell you that I am chosen honorary member of the
Society of the Antiquaries of Scotland. I received the
notification since I began this letter. Lord Buchan,
the founder (under the patronage of Saint Bute), was many
years ago a little my acquaintance; I have not even seen
him at least these dozen years, nor ever had any corre-
spondence with him but once, about two years ago, when
he wrote to ask me what portraits of Scottish kings or
queens I knew of in England. It is impossible to have
less respect than I have for Societies of Antiquaries, who
seldom do anything but grow antiquated themselves. How-
ever, as an honorary title exacts neither function nor vote,
I have accepted it civilly, especially as it will show contempt
for our own fools, from amongst whom I scratched out my
name. However, I conceive that the bones of my memory
may some time or other be dug up and burned at Edinburgh,
as Peter Martyr's were at Oxford2.

My new dignity of F.S.S.A. Will not comport with
amusing Mr. Palgrave to-day. I have taken an oath on
Ossian to have no imagination, no invention; for forgeries
are "intentions, not inventions. Still I Shall not wear my

8 Pietro Martire Verm%li (1600-     at Oxford.   Her body was exhumed

1662), Regius Professor of Divinity     in 1657 with a view to burning it as

at Oxford,   The bones were not his,     that of a heretic.   No evidonoe of

but those of his first wife, Catherine     heresy was obtained, and the body

Dammartin, buried in the Cathedral     was reinterred in the following year. writer, member for Hindon..)
